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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
The Latin American Association Selects 

Milagros Irizarry As Its New Executive Director  

ATLANTA (August 29, 2008) – As of September 15, the Latin American Association will have a new Executive Director to lead the community-serving organization into the future. Milagros “Millie” Irizarry of Orlando, Fla. has been selected as the LAA’s new Executive Director. She is well known for her career achievements in both public service and the business sector, and as a leader in the area’s sizeable Hispanic community. LAA board Secretary and Chair-Elect Mark J. Newman, partner at Troutman Sanders LLP and a member of the executive search committee, made the announcement today.  Lily Winsaft and her firm Aldebaran Associates conducted the extensive national search with the guidance of LAA’s six-person search committee. 

“We aimed for the stars in our search process.  Millie is absolutely outstanding in her accomplishments, bringing the highest level of expertise, experience and passion to the LAA,” Newman said.  “She cares about people and she wants to make a difference in the community – and she has demonstrated over and over again that she can make that difference. We are thrilled to welcome Millie to her new home.”


Irizarry commented, “This position is my heart and soul. I feel that the LAA is such a vital organization providing critically important services to the community and I want to be part of that effort.  I feel privileged to have the opportunity to lead the LAA to its next chapter and help as many people as we can, and further integrate our community into the community-at-large.”


Irizarry comes to the LAA from Florida’s Blood Centers, based in Orlando. As its Director of Hispanic Affairs/Donor Development since 2005, she created the organization’s infrastructure and led the programming for a highly successful outreach to the Hispanic community that spans 22 counties in Florida. Active in the Hispanic community, she also served as Chair of the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Metro Orlando from 2004-2005.  From 2000-2005, she served as the Director of the Women’s - 






Residential and Counseling Center/Victims Services Program, also in Orlando. She was responsible for all aspects of leading and managing the transitional housing program for victims of domestic violence and at-risk homeless women and children.   Prior to taking that position, she was the Housing Director for the Coalition for the Homeless in Central Florida, forging strong relationships with new partner agencies and managing the program overall.    


She also has extensive business experience. From 1985-1999, she served as President/CEO of Aero Groups of Orlando, a $1 million travel agency and tour company focused on the Caribbean, South and Central America and North America.


Irizarry earned a B.A. from the University of Central Florida and graduated Magna cum Laude. Her many community activities include being a past member of the Orange County Minority/Women Business Enterprise Advisory Board, the Orlando Regional Chamber of Commerce Board of Governors, the Orange County Community Assessment Team for the Independent Living Program, the 2003 Central Florida Trauma Center Taskforce and the 2005 Blue Ribbon Panel for Education formed by Orange County and City of Orlando Mayors. Additionally, she was named the 2004 Paoli Award winner for Best of the Year Public Service Private Enterprise.






###

About The Latin American Association:

The Latin American Association helps Latino families achieve their aspirations for their academic, social and economic development. We accomplish this through direct programs and integrated community partnerships that focus on youth academic achievement, education and prevention, and services to families with urgent needs. The LAA offers employment, immigration and translation services, as well as programs for youth, computer classes, parenting classes, and English and Spanish language classes.  Visit www.thelaa.org for more information.

