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The Latin American Association is Honored to Announce Stratton M. Frank as Honorary Chair and Alex Garcías as Chairperson for the 20th Annual Latin Fever Ball 

ATLANTA (September 16, 2008) – The Latin American Association is delighted to announce that Stratton M. Frank, LAA co-founder and board member, will serve as honorary chair, and Alex Garcías,  senior partner at Urology of Greater Atlanta, will serve as chairperson for this year’s 20th Annual Latin Fever Ball, ¡Viva Las Américas!. The event will be held Saturday, September 20, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the InterContinental Buckhead Hotel, in Atlanta. 

Born in Coral Gables, Florida and the son of Greek immigrants, Stratton M. Frank has been involved with the LAA for many years. He played a critical role in founding the LAA, and helped secure federal funding to launch the LAA’s work in the community. Frank has received numerous awards for his work in the Latino community, and has held leadership positions at organizations such as the U. S. Commission on Civil Rights, the United Way of Metro Atlanta Board of Directors and the Federal Hispanic Employment Program Manager’s Council of Atlanta. He is a member for life of the LAA’s Board of Directors. 

"It is a pleasure and an honor to serve as this year's Honorary Chair for the Latin Fever Ball. It has been an inspiration to be involved with the Latin American Association from its beginning and to see its good work continue in the community,” said Frank. “The Latin Fever Ball is a unique event that raises funds that are used for carrying out the LAA's critical mission in our community."

A native of Santiago de Cuba, Cuba, Alex Garcías is senior partner at Urology of Greater Atlanta. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Vanderbilt University and earned a Medical Degree (MD) from the Autonomous University of Guadalajara in Mexico. He received his specialty in Urology from New York Medical College, and his Masters in Business Administration (MBA) from Kennesaw University. Garcías is on the board of The Atlanta Opera, a board member of Chef Merito, Inc., and was chief of staff at Southern Regional Medical Center. 

Latin Fever Ball is the LAA’s principal fundraising event and is held at the height of Hispanic Heritage Month, celebrated nationally from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15. This year, ¡Viva Las Américas! will feature authentic cuisine from across the Americas; the Latin rhythms of Tártara; a spectacular dance performance from Danzas Genéricas de Colombia; an open beer and wine bar; and a silent auction featuring exotic travel getaways, jewelry and accessories, events and concerts, gourmet restaurant passes, and major home appliances. Gianncarlo Cifuentes, news anchor and reporter for Univision 34 Atlanta, will serve as emcee. 

The gala is presented by Delta Air Lines. Diamond-level sponsors include: Bank of America, The Coca-Cola Company, Georgia Power, The Home Depot, MundoHispánico, and Studiocom. Platinum-level sponsors include: Budweiser, Cisco Systems, Inc., Díaz Foods, The Latin Box, State Farm Insurance Companies, Turner Broadcasting System, Inc., and UPS. Gold-level Sponsors include: Active Production and Design, Inc., AT&T, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Best Buy, Cox Enterprises, The Kroger Company, LAPTV, Macy’s, Newell Rubbermaid, Publix Super Markets Charities, SunTrust Bank, Univision 34 Atlanta, Urology of Greater Atlanta.


Please call Tina Jackson at 404-638-1806 or visit www.thelaa.org/latinfever for more information.

About The Latin American Association:
The Latin American Association helps Latino families achieve their aspirations for their academic, social and economic development. We accomplish this through direct programs and integrated community partnerships that focus on youth academic achievement, education and prevention, and services to families with urgent needs. The LAA offers employment, immigration and translation services, as well as programs for youth, computer classes, parenting classes, and English and Spanish language classes.  Visit www.thelaa.org for more information.
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